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Early intervention is critical for improving long-term
outcomes for young children on the autism spectrum. 
Intervention for autism initiated at earlier ages improves
children’s long-term cognition, communication,
behavior, and development.  Additionally, including
caregivers in early intervention delivery bolsters child
and family gains.  Given the strong empirical support for
early intervention in autism, a growing number of
research studies have been focused on strategies to
improve the implementation of early autism
interventions in community settings, especially those
serving children from marginalized backgrounds. 
Therefore, this current Special Issue of Behavioral
Sciences welcomes original research, systematic
reviews, conceptual and theoretical research, applied
effectiveness research, and implementation research
focused on early intervention for autism when delivered
in community settings.

Guest Editors
Dr. Melanie Pellecchia
Center for Mental Health, Psychiatry Department, Perelman School of
Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 19104, USA

Dr. Katherine E. Pickard
Division of Autism and Related Disabilities, Department of Pediatrics,
Emory University School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA 30329, USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions
31 August 2025

Behavioral
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 3.1
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/224125
Behavioral Sciences
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
behavsci@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
behavsci

https://www.mdpi.com/si/224125
https://mdpi.com/journal/behavsci


Behavioral
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 3.1
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
behavsci

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Jerrell Cassady
Department of Educational Psychology, Ball State University, Muncie, IN
47306, USA

Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SSCI (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, PsycInfo, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Psychology, Multidisciplinary) / CiteScore - Q2
(Development)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 29.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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