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This Special Issue, entitled "Play, Learn, Adapt: The
Evolution of Flexible and Gamified Education", will
address critical educational challenges, including
declining student engagement, the need for equitable
access and inclusion, and the increasing demand for
personalized learning. This Special Issue (SI) will explore
how two key trends in education, flexible learning
systems and gamification, can address these
challenges and transform learning. Flexible learning
environments allow students to learn at their own pace,
accommodate different learning schedules and
preferences, use various learning modalities, and give
learners more control over their education. Gamification
incorporates game elements such as rewards and
challenges into these environments to enhance
motivation and engagement and facilitate deeper
understanding.

This SI will illustrate how technologies including artificial
intelligence, educational video games, virtual and
augmented reality, and learning analytics can be
implemented to better harness the potential benefits of
flexible gamified education. 

Guest Editors
Prof. Dr. Earl Woodruff
Department of Applied Psychology and Human Development, Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto, Toronto, ON
M5S 1A1, Canada

Dr. Zhenhua Xu
Department of Applied Psychology and Human Development, Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto, Toronto, ON
M5S 1A1, Canada

Deadline for manuscript submissions
26 March 2026

Behavioral
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 3.1
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/231473
Behavioral Sciences
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
behavsci@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
behavsci

https://www.mdpi.com/si/231473
https://mdpi.com/journal/behavsci


Behavioral
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 3.1
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
behavsci

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Jerrell Cassady
Department of Educational Psychology, Ball State University, Muncie, IN
47306, USA

Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SSCI (Web of Science), PubMed,
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 29.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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