Special Issue

Positive Behavioral Guidance
Strategies and Interventions

Message from the Guest Editors

Challenging behaviors in early childhood—such as

aggression, noncompliance, and social withdrawal—can

have long-lasting impacts on children’s development

and classroom dynamics. Therefore, there is a growing

need to move beyond punitive or exclusionary

disciplinary practices toward strengths-based, culturally

responsive strategies that support children’s social-

emotional competence and resilience. Topics of interest

include, but are not limited to, the following:

- Preventive and strengths-based behavioral guidance
strategies in early childhood settings;

- Family-centered and culturally responsive approaches
to challenging behavior;

- The role of teacher preparation and professional
development in behavioral guidance;

- Classroom environments and routines that promote
positive behavior;

- Assessment tools and frameworks, including
applications of the TAGPEC;

- Intervention models that integrate behavioral science
with equity and inclusion principles;

- Policy analysis related to behavioral guidance in early
learning systems.

Guest Editors

Dr. Sascha Longstreth

Department of Child and Family Development, College of Education,
San Diego State University, San Diego, CA 92182, USA

Prof. Dr. Sarah Garrity

College of Education, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA 92182,
USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions
31 May 2026

Behavioral
Sciences

an Open Access Journal

by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 3.1
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/242310

Behavioral Sciences
Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +416168377 34
behavsci@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
behavsci



https://www.mdpi.com/si/242310
https://mdpi.com/journal/behavsci

Behavioral
Sciences

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 3.1
Indexed in PubMed

behavsci

About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Jerrell Cassady
Department of Educational Psychology, Ball State University, Muncie, IN
47306, USA

Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SSCI (Web of Science), PubMed,
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 29.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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