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Family interaction is central to children’s social
development, shaping their cognitive, emotional, and
behavioral adaptation throughout life. Recent research
has shifted from a static, problem-oriented view to a
dynamic, process-focused approach, exploring
mechanisms of development through interaction—such
as parent–child coordination, emotional exchange, and
joint attention—alongside multi-level dynamics like
neural synchrony and physiological covariation. This
Special Issue invites studies examining how family
interactions (e.g., parent–child, marital, parenting,
emotion socialization) influence children’s social
development and mental health (e.g., emotion
regulation, self-perception, school adaptation,
relationships). We particularly encourage research
integrating behavioral and cognitive–neural
perspectives and adopting bidirectional or systemic
approaches. Empirical, longitudinal, multi-level, and
experimental studies, as well as high-quality meta-
analyses and reviews, are welcome to advance
theoretical and empirical understanding in this field.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
With warm greetings, it is a pleasure to invite you to
contribute a research article or comprehensive review
for consideration and publication in Behavioral
Sciences. Behavioral Sciences is an international,
scientific, open access journal providing an advanced
forum for discussions and research regarding the
intersection between psychiatry, neuroscience,
psychology, cognitive and behavioral sciences, and
behavioral biology. More information are available at:
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/behavsci. We would be
pleased to welcome you as one of our authors and have
the opportunity to consider your work for publication.
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Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Psychology, Multidisciplinary) / CiteScore - Q2
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 29.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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