
Special Issue
Positive Youth Development
Through Outdoor Recreation
Message from the Guest Editors
We invite submissions for a Special Issue focused on
the intersection of outdoor recreation and positive youth
development (PYD). The PYD framework takes a
strengths-based approach to achieving positive
developmental outcomes, emphasizing the strengths of
young people and guiding them to become active and
contributing members of society. Recent research
underscores the importance of outdoor recreation
spaces as a vital context in which positive
developmental outcomes among youth can be fostered.
We encourage scholars, practitioners, and educators to
contribute research, case studies, and innovative
practices that illustrate how outdoor recreation can
serve as a powerful tool for positive youth development.
Topics of interest may include, but are not limited to, the
following:
- The impact of outdoor recreation on youth resilience

and personal growth;
- Innovative OST programs that effectively integrate

outdoor experiences;
- The role of community partnerships in promoting

outdoor recreation for youth;
- Strategies for fostering inclusivity and accessibility in

outdoor activities;
- Longitudinal studies examining the effects of outdoor

engagement on youth development outcomes.

Guest Editors
Dr. Eddie L. Hill

Dr. Amy A. Direnzo

Dr. Edwin Gómez

Deadline for manuscript submissions
30 December 2025

Behavioral
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 3.1
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/233100
Behavioral Sciences
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
behavsci@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
behavsci

https://www.mdpi.com/si/233100
https://mdpi.com/journal/behavsci


Behavioral
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 3.1
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
behavsci

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Jerrell Cassady
Department of Educational Psychology, Ball State University, Muncie, IN
47306, USA

Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SSCI (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, PsycInfo, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Psychology, Multidisciplinary) / CiteScore - Q2
(Development)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 29.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

https://mdpi.com/journal/behavsci

