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Message from the Guest Editor
The immediate objects of our study are a series of wall
paintings that derive from a very specific cultural and
artistic encounter between the West and Byzantium
from the 6th to 15th centuries. In every case, the precise
nature of this agency and the different levels at which
interchange operated should be defined. Sometimes,
this entails the appropriation of a specific style or an
iconographic topic for a use in a different context. The
goal of this appropriation can take many forms, such as
prestige, the fascination for the other or even the
assumption of new identities. At other times, it is about
the creation of pictorial hybrids to promote cultural
fusion between Latins and Greeks. In most of these
examples, either patrons or artists had to experience a
process of shifting identities, in which the individual
replicates in himself behaviors, tastes or skills of
another (alien to his culture) in order to identify himself
with the other. To propose a paper for publication,
please send a title and short abstract to the Guest
Editor, Manuel Castiñeiras, on
manuel.castineiras@uab.cat, with copy to
arts@mdpi.com. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Arts welcomes scholarly contributions that address
fundamental issues in the arts, broadly conceived, from
any meaningful perspective—theoretical, historical,
interdisciplinary, and global. Submissions are
expeditiously and rigorously reviewed by peers, in order
to insure the highest scholarly standards. Because Arts
is an online journal, articles reach their desired
audiences more quickly and reliably than its print media
peers. The future is digital, and Arts combines the
stringent scholarly standards of traditional journals with
the easy accessibility afforded by digitalization.
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Author Benefits

Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within ESCI (Web of Science), and other
databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 30.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 5.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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