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Message from the Guest Editor
This Special Issue aims to explore instances of Early
Modern compositeness. The rhapsodic Renaissance
impulse towards collecting, organizing, arranging, re-
arranging, contextualizing, re-contextualizing, fusing,
and distributing disparate elements can be seen in
many different types of textual, visual, and performance
material, such as commonplace books, emblems,
Kunstkammers, and polyphony, to impart just a few
examples. The first interpretive framework for the
articles in this volume is miscellany, defined as a
collection of a variety of different kinds of items, objects,
or elements. The other is multimodality, in which
different modes of communication and reception are
activated, providing and enacting multi-sensory
experiences for Renaissance
readers/viewers/listeners/performers. By collating
articles that engage with one or both of these concepts,
this Special Issue will itself constitute a rhapsody in its
definition as a medley. Essays are invited that
investigate any aspect of cultural activity and production
in the “long” Early Modern period in any part of Europe,
provided the study harmonizes with the themes outlined
above.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Arts welcomes scholarly contributions that address
fundamental issues in the arts, broadly conceived, from
any meaningful perspective—theoretical, historical,
interdisciplinary, and global. Submissions are
expeditiously and rigorously reviewed by peers, in order
to insure the highest scholarly standards. Because Arts
is an online journal, articles reach their desired
audiences more quickly and reliably than its print media
peers. The future is digital, and Arts combines the
stringent scholarly standards of traditional journals with
the easy accessibility afforded by digitalization.
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Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within ESCI (Web of Science), and other
databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 37.3 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 6.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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