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For millennia, the mobile people of the Eurasian steppe
played a pivotal role in world history through contacts
with neighboring sedentary civilizations in China, India,
West Asia and Europe. Often portrayed as destructive
raiders and ‘barbarians’ by external observers, their
impact was in fact far more nuanced than these
representations suggest. Beyond mere conduits of
material goods and technologies, the steppe people
were active participants in shaping the cultural
landscapes of the regions they inhabited, frequently
transforming social and economic structures and
innovating forms of material and artistic expression
beyond the steppe.

In this Special Issue, we aim to reevaluate the dynamics
of interaction and change between mobile and
sedentary populations in western Eurasia during the era
of the Scythians. We invite scholars to contribute to a
multi-vocal and interdisciplinary exploration of cultural
agency and transformation in the northern Black Sea
area and adjoining regions to the west, with a particular
focus on the material and textual evidence of exchange,
reception, technological transmission and shifting social
structures.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Arts welcomes scholarly contributions that address
fundamental issues in the arts, broadly conceived, from
any meaningful perspective—theoretical, historical,
interdisciplinary, and global. Submissions are
expeditiously and rigorously reviewed by peers, in order
to insure the highest scholarly standards. Because Arts
is an online journal, articles reach their desired
audiences more quickly and reliably than its print media
peers. The future is digital, and Arts combines the
stringent scholarly standards of traditional journals with
the easy accessibility afforded by digitalization.
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Author Benefits

Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within ESCI (Web of Science), and other
databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 30.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 5.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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