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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Formulas, systems, and methods are not new to music
production. The Brill Building songwriters, Motown, The
Spice Girls and Boy Band equivalents, and more recently,
K-Pop have all used carefully constructed systems to churn
out their hits. However, until recently, taking the human
actors out of these systems and handing creative control
over to computers—for either music creation or music
production—was unthinkable. Today, that idea is very real
with more and more music being made by, and with
assistance from, algorithmic and learning systems. This
Special Issue invites contributions from authors working in
the complementary fields of automatic music creation and
automatic music production, in order to develop a broader
understanding of these disciplines, what the future holds
and how this is changing our relationship with the making
of music.

Mr. Kirk McNally
Dr. Brecht De Man
Guest Editors

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

Music and the Machine: Contemporary Music Production

0.3

mdpi.com/si/23959 SpecialIssue

/journal/arts/stats
https://mdpi.com/si/23959
https://www.mdpi.com/si/23959
/journal/arts/stats


Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Andrew M. Nedd
Department of Art History,
Savannah College of Art and
Design, Savannah, GA 31402, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Arts welcomes scholarly contributions that address
fundamental issues in the arts, broadly conceived, from
any meaningful perspective—theoretical, historical,
interdisciplinary, and global. Submissions are expeditiously
and rigorously reviewed by peers, in order to insure the
highest scholarly standards. Because Arts is an online
journal, articles reach their desired audiences more quickly
and reliably than its print media peers. The future is digital,
a n d Arts combines the stringent scholarly standards of
traditional journals with the easy accessibility afforded by
digitalization.
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Author Benefits

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within ESCI (Web of Science), and other databases.
Rapid Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is provided to
authors approximately 37.3 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 6.8 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the first half
of 2025).
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