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The globalized market and digitally supported industry,
regardless of the production type, from the most basic
job shop to mass personalized production, aim to
optimized engineering processes. In the era of Industry
4.0 (and beyond), where the high complexity of
engineering processes is reflected in applied cases of
the multi-criteria decision making, optimization
problems need to be solved with advanced evolutionary
computation methods, complex systems simulations,
and new visual computing approaches. Personalized
products in Industry 4.0 manufacturing systems are
represented by the high-mix, low-volume production
type, for which adequate evaluation of different
optimization parameters is crucial. The impact of highly
dynamic processes needs to be further explored to
sustainably justify engineering processes in globalized
markets. This Special Issue aims to incorporate recent
developments in decision-making techniques, Industry
4.0 and sustainable engineering processes. We
sincerely hope that contributed articles and our effort in
compiling them will enrich the global scientific
knowledge base and inspire researchers to conduct
further state-of-the-art research.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of
the ever increasing number of subfields being created.
This open access journal Applied Sciences has been
started to link these subfields, so researchers can cut
through the forest and see the surrounding, or quite
distant fields and subfields to help develop his/her own
research even further with the aid of this multi-
dimensional network.
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