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The integration of human–robot collaborative systems
into manufacturing environments is fundamentally
transforming human–machine interaction, reshaping
production workflows, driving demand for new technical
and cognitive skills, and redefining the dynamics and
goals of human–human collaboration on the factory
floor. This Special Issue seeks interdisciplinary
contributions that explore the technological dimensions
of human–robot collaboration in manufacturing
contexts. Contributions may address topics such as
collaborative system design, safety and trust, workforce
training and acceptance, regulatory frameworks, and
case studies of implementation in industry. Both
empirical studies and conceptual/theoretical papers are
encouraged.
- human–robot collaboration
- human–machine interaction
- smart manufacturing
- workforce skills and training
- organizational change
- socio-technical systems
- interdisciplinary robotics research
- human-centered automation
- cognitive skills in manufacturing
- industry 4.0
- human factors

Guest Editors

Dr. Anne-Marie Oostveen
Industrial Psychology and Human Factors Group, Centre for Robotics
and Assembly, Faculty of Engineering and Applied Sciences (FEAS),
Cranfield University, Cranfield MK43 0AL, UK
Dr. Iveta Eimontaite
Industrial Psychology and Human Factors Group, Centre for Robotics
and Assembly, Faculty of Engineering and Applied Sciences (FEAS),
Cranfield University, Cranfield MK43 0AL, UK

Deadline for manuscript submissions
10 August 2026

Applied
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 5.5

mdpi.com/si/243060
Applied Sciences
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
applsci@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
applsci

https://www.mdpi.com/si/243060
https://mdpi.com/journal/applsci


Applied
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 5.5

mdpi.com/journal/
applsci

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of
the ever increasing number of subfields being created.
This open access journal Applied Sciences has been
started to link these subfields, so researchers can cut
through the forest and see the surrounding, or quite
distant fields and subfields to help develop his/her own
research even further with the aid of this multi-
dimensional network.
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