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Dear colleagues, The industrial sector is being
transformed by the convergence of information
technology and operational technology. The latter is
another name for automation technology and covers
established systems such as supervisory control and
data acquisition (SCADA), programmable logic
controllers (PLC), fieldbuses and automation and control
systems. As this technology is connected to the Internet
and 5G networks, some monitoring, control and analytic
functionalities are deployed to the edge or cloud, and
researchers are challenged to ensure the security,
dependability, real-time performance and
maintainability of the resulting systems. The big data
that is accessible from these systems create
opportunities for artificial intelligence applications that
can further disrupt the established practices in the
automation domain. In this Special Issue, we welcome
contributions on advances in automation technology,
especially but not limited to the abovementioned
disruptive developments. Survey papers and reviews are
also welcomed. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of
the ever increasing number of subfields being created.
This open access journal Applied Sciences has been
started to link these subfields, so researchers can cut
through the forest and see the surrounding, or quite
distant fields and subfields to help develop his/her own
research even further with the aid of this multi-
dimensional network.
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