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Adavances in understanding the physico-chemical
properties of surfaces and the development of thin film
coatings continue to push the boundaries of materials
for applications such as catalysts, Li-ion batteries,
photovoltaic cells, and luminescent materials among
others. A particular challenge nowadays has been the
instability of materials for various technological
applications driven by surface chemistry. Hence,
attaining a thorough understanding of the composition
and reactivity of surfaces enabled by various analytical
techniques is essential to further innovations. Moreover,
developing strategies for the stabilization of surfaces by
special treatments, functionalization, coatings, or the
deposition of ultra-thin films as protective barriers has
become key to facilitate technological advancements.
This Special Issue aims to compile recent leading-edge
research of both fundamental and applied nature
pertaining widely to the study of surface chemical and
physical properties, and the processes by which
surfaces are modified via various treatments and
coatings. It is my pleasure to invite you to submit a
manuscript for this Special Issue. 
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As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of
the ever increasing number of subfields being created.
This open access journal Applied Sciences has been
started to link these subfields, so researchers can cut
through the forest and see the surrounding, or quite
distant fields and subfields to help develop his/her own
research even further with the aid of this multi-
dimensional network.
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