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The last two decades have witnessed innovative
advances in optical science on surfaces and interfaces.
New concepts, materials, and artificial structures that
did not exist in the last century have been proposed,
discovered, and created, and knowledge is being
continually updated. Surface plasmon polaritons and
surface nonlinear optics, which have been studied for a
long time, are also becoming more and more attractive
fields due to their interaction with new concepts, such
as topological materials and meta-surfaces, that have
appeared in this century. This Special Issue focuses on
the effects, phenomena, and applications in which light
plays an essential role at the interface between
materials with different properties, one of which can be
a vacuum. In optics, since the surface lacks spatial
inversion symmetry, it brings about surface-specific
effects, such as surface selection rules in spectroscopy,
and the second-order nonlinear optical effect.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of
the ever increasing number of subfields being created.
This open access journal Applied Sciences has been
started to link these subfields, so researchers can cut
through the forest and see the surrounding, or quite
distant fields and subfields to help develop his/her own
research even further with the aid of this multi-
dimensional network.
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