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Fungi occupy a wide variety of ecological niches in the
biosphere (terrestrial and aquatic) and, due to their
incredible metabolic versatility, significantly contribute
to the deterioration of a huge number of
substrates/materials, either organic or inorganic/natural
or synthetic. Living on the surface, or just under it, fungi
can cause serious problems, making the adoption of
preventive and conservative strategies critical.
Knowledge of the species involved in deterioration
processes is undoubtedly useful, although not sufficient
or decisive for discovering their ecological role and,
above all, their involvement in deterioration processes.
Fungal control in cultural heritage artefacts is a major
challenge for both biologists and restorers. The search
for appropriate and efficient methods to stop or mitigate
the progressive spread of fungi, while at the same time
respecting the operator and the environment, is now a
necessity. With this Special Issue, we aim to publish
outstanding papers with cutting-edge advances in the
most advanced methods to study and control the fungi
involved in the biodeterioration of cultural heritage.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of
the ever increasing number of subfields being created.
This open access journal Applied Sciences has been
started to link these subfields, so researchers can cut
through the forest and see the surrounding, or quite
distant fields and subfields to help develop his/her own
research even further with the aid of this multi-
dimensional network.
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