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Message from the Guest Editors
The main topics of the Issue will be regarding energy
efficiency in buildings and the use of innovative
materials for design and retrofit to pursue the goal. In
developed countries, energy consumption in buildings
comprises 20%–40% of the total energy use, and is
above industry and transport in EU and USA. For this
reason, energy efficiency strategies have become a
priority in energy policies, with new regulations and
certification schemes, including minimum requirements.
This could be allowed by means of different approaches,
among which energy saving in buildings will be essential
in order to make a sustainable energy future possible. 
The following are some of the topics proposed for this
Special Issue (but not limited to):
- Retrofit of buildings for energy efficiency
- Control and management of buildings for energy

efficiency and thermal comfort (model predictive
control)

- Innovative materials for building construction
- Green and sustainable materials for buildings
- New efficient and sustainable buildings
- Historical buildings conservation, energy

management, and comfort
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of
the ever increasing number of subfields being created.
This open access journal Applied Sciences has been
started to link these subfields, so researchers can cut
through the forest and see the surrounding, or quite
distant fields and subfields to help develop his/her own
research even further with the aid of this multi-
dimensional network.
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