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Every year around 8 million tonnes of plastics reach the
ocean, which over time reduce in size, giving rise to
microplastics. Although plastic is inert, many additives
used are toxic, such as plasticizers (i.e., phthalates,
bisphenol A), surfactants, pigments, nanofibers,
biocides, lubricants, etc. In addition, microplastics can
concentrate contaminants present in the environment
and act as transfer vectors in the marine environment.
Therefore, microplastics are recognized as an emerging
contaminant in the environment, but the impact of
plastic particles on aquatic ecosystems is far from
understood. Hence, acquiring knowledge about
microplastics’ behavior is crucial.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of
the ever increasing number of subfields being created.
This open access journal Applied Sciences has been
started to link these subfields, so researchers can cut
through the forest and see the surrounding, or quite
distant fields and subfields to help develop his/her own
research even further with the aid of this multi-
dimensional network.
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