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Message from the Guest Editors

Technical innovations have boosted soil scientists’
opportunities to observe soil ecosystems and ask some of
the big, yet unanswered questions. Despite its overall
benefits, there are several well-known and yet often
ignored knowledge gaps in current soil studies.

We aim at opening a vivid discussion on this non-
exhaustive list of topics:

Adequate experimental design for representative study of
soil ecosystems;

Possibilities and limitations of observing microbial
diversity;

Possibilities and limitations of data analysis and their
impact on ecological conclusions;

Microbial spatial heterogeneity (across different scales);
How to observe microbial niche partitioning and
occupation?

Soil ecosystems, soil microbial communities, and their
“function”. In what sense can microbes, microbial
communities and ecosystems have a function?

Please note that we warmly welcome review articles on all
above topics. We hope they will be both useful as a
reference and a contribution to a better understanding
between experts from different disciplines.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Giulio Nicola Cerullo As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
Dipartimento di Fisica, researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of the
Politecnico di Milano, Piazza L. ever increasing number of subfields being created. This
da Vinci 32, 20133 Milano, Italy . . .
open access journal Applied Sciences has been started to
link these subfields, so researchers can cut through the
forest and see the surrounding, or quite distant fields and
subfields to help develop his/her own research even further
with the aid of this multi-dimensional network.
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