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Message from the Guest Editors

This Special Issue aims at providing new approaches,
techniques, and models to provide new knowledge about
rural areas, establishing a scientific debate on new
integrated methodologies for land-use/cover analysis and
prediction, a new delineation of rural area types or
features, as well as the use of environmental indicators for
the assessment of scenario analyses.

Papers on, but not limited to, the following topics are
welcome:

The role of rural areas towards the mitigation of
environmental risks (climate change, wildfires, etc.);
Land-use change prediction models;
Historical land-use change studies;
Ecosystem services assessment and modeling;
Blue and green infrastructures;
Decision support systems;
Landscape planning and design;
Survey and analysis techniques and tools;
Circular economy processes applied to rural
production;
COVID-19 implications for agricultural activities.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Giulio Nicola Cerullo
Dipartimento di Fisica,
Politecnico di Milano, Piazza L.
da Vinci 32, 20133 Milano, Italy

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of the
ever increasing number of subfields being created. This
open access journal Applied Sciences has been started to
link these subfields, so researchers can cut through the
forest and see the surrounding, or quite distant fields and
subfields to help develop his/her own research even further
with the aid of this multi-dimensional network.
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