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The tumor microenvironment (TME) has been
recognized as one of the major players in tumor
progression, dissemination and chemoresistance. The
term TME refers to a complex and dynamic system
composed of many different cell types, such as
fibroblasts, immune cells and endothelial cells, which
are immersed in the mesh of the extracellular matrix
(ECM). The reciprocal interaction between cancer and
neighbouring cells, as well as the components of ECM,
can be studied from various aspects of cancer biology,
but the overarching component of all these aspects is
their redox nature. This is, at the same time, one of the
most puzzling questions in cancer biology considering
that the line between pro- and anti-tumorigenic effects
of reactive oxygen species (ROS) is still poorly defined.
Thus, further comprehensive fundamental and pre-
clinical research is necessary in order to gain a better
understanding of the redox nature of cancer initiation
and progression, to exploit its vulnerability points and to
anticipate and prevent potential anti-cancer
therapeutic-resistant mechanisms.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
It has been recognized in medical sciences that in
order to prevent adverse effects of “oxidative stress” a
balance exists between prooxidants and antioxidants in
living systems. Imbalances are found in a variety of
diseases and chronic health situations. Our journal
Antioxidants serves as an authoritative source of
information on current topics of research in the area of
oxidative stress and antioxidant defense systems. The
future is bright for antioxidant research and since 2012,
Antioxidants has become a key forum for researchers to
bring their findings to the forefront.
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