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Message from the Guest Editors
Infective endocarditis (IE) is a harmful disease with a
recently increasing incidence. Patients around the fifth
or sixth decade of life are the ones mainly affected, but
the percentage of elderly patients is increasing.
Moreover, IE is one of the most severe complications in
intravenous drug abusers (IVDAs), who are often young.
Staphylococcus aureus is the most frequent and
worrying pathogen, but enterococci is emerging in those
with increasing age. New early diagnostic methods,
such as PET or CT, and new technologies to detect and
identify bacteria using PCR amplification and
sequencing, are attracting attention. As for treatment,
medical therapy alone is often not enough and surgery
is frequently required. Surgical treatment may be quite
challenging, and in-hospital mortality associated with IE
remains high, sometimes exceeding 20%. With this
Special Issue, we encourage submissions of studies,
including new perspectives on the etiology, clinical
presentation, and treatment modalities of IE, a disease
whose outcome appears definitely improvable. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
There are very few fields that attract as much attention
as scientific endeavor related to antibiotic discovery,
use and preservation. The public, patients, scientists,
clinicians, policy-makers, NGOs, governments, and
supra-governmental organizations are all focusing
intensively on it: all are concerned that we use our
existing agents more effectively, and develop and
evaluate new interventions in time to face emerging
challenges for the benefit of present and future
generations. We need every discipline to contribute and
collaborate: molecular, microbiological, clinical,
epidemiological, geographic, economic, social scientific
and policy disciples are all key. Antibiotics is a nimble,
inclusive and rigorous indexed journal as an enabling
platform for all who can contribute to solving the
greatest broad concerns of the modern world.
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