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Antibiotics are essential medical tools, yet their global
availability is increasingly uncertain. In recent years,
significant shortages of widely used antibiotics have
been reported across high- and low-income countries,
exposing weaknesses in manufacturing, supply chains,
and market incentives. Antibiotics are among the drug
classes most affected. At the same time, inequities in
access persist: some regions face overuse, while others
lack basic treatments, leaving common infections
without effective therapy. These disparities threaten
patient outcomes and contribute to antimicrobial
resistance through the use of substandard or
inappropriate alternatives. This Special Issue examines
the challenge of ensuring equitable and sustainable
access to essential antibiotics. We welcome
manuscripts on the causes, consequences, and
solutions to shortages, including analyses of economic
drivers, policy frameworks, supply networks, and health
system responses. Contributions presenting regional
experiences, strategies to strengthen antibiotic
availability, and work exploring links between shortages
and antimicrobial resistance are encouraged.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
There are very few fields that attract as much attention
as scientific endeavor related to antibiotic discovery,
use and preservation. The public, patients, scientists,
clinicians, policy-makers, NGOs, governments, and
supra-governmental organizations are all focusing
intensively on it: all are concerned that we use our
existing agents more effectively, and develop and
evaluate new interventions in time to face emerging
challenges for the benefit of present and future
generations. We need every discipline to contribute and
collaborate: molecular, microbiological, clinical,
epidemiological, geographic, economic, social scientific
and policy disciples are all key. Antibiotics is a nimble,
inclusive and rigorous indexed journal as an enabling
platform for all who can contribute to solving the
greatest broad concerns of the modern world.
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