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Microbial biofilms have been recognized to contribute to
the pathogenesis of the majority of clinical infections,
particularly of chronic infections. Even if production of
biofilm is often associated with adhesion to inert or
biotic surfaces, such as implant devices, nowadays we
know that bacteria are able to form free aggregates with
characteristics similar to those of adhered biofilm. The
biofilm matrix, as well as the low metabolic rate, protects
bacteria from the activity of the host immune system
and from antibiotics. As a consequence, biofilm-related
infections are persistent ones, are rarely effectively
counteracted by the immune system, and poorly
respond to antimicrobial treatments, representing a
hard challenge for clinicians and microbiologists.
Moreover, treatment of these infections is often long
and may include prolonged hospitalization, thus heavily
affecting the quality of life of patients. This Special Issue
focuses on diagnosis and treatment of biofilm-related
infections and will consist of 10–15 manuscripts,
including original research articles, reviews and opinion
papers. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
There are very few fields that attract as much attention
as scientific endeavor related to antibiotic discovery,
use and preservation. The public, patients, scientists,
clinicians, policy-makers, NGOs, governments, and
supra-governmental organizations are all focusing
intensively on it: all are concerned that we use our
existing agents more effectively, and develop and
evaluate new interventions in time to face emerging
challenges for the benefit of present and future
generations. We need every discipline to contribute and
collaborate: molecular, microbiological, clinical,
epidemiological, geographic, economic, social scientific
and policy disciples are all key. Antibiotics is a nimble,
inclusive and rigorous indexed journal as an enabling
platform for all who can contribute to solving the
greatest broad concerns of the modern world.
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