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A recent report on the casualties related to antibiotic
resistance by the World Health Organization (WHO)
identified an alarming rate of 700,000 lives per year at
present and predicts a disturbing 10 million/year by
2050, ensuring that antibiotic resistance will be the
most prevalent cause of death. Adding to this, the WHO
also forewarns the severity of antibiotic resistance,
stating that “it threatens the achievements of modern
medicine, a post-antibiotic era—in which common
infections and minor injuries can kill—is a very real
possibility for the 21st century”. Overuse or misuse of
antibiotics recommended by physicians/self-medication
at the time of infection have meant that drug-resistant
pathogens become a major health care issue with
millions of reported cases every year. With a pandemic
such as COVID-19, the overuse of antibiotics can
represent a critical point in fighting antimicrobial
resistance. The unnecessary use of antibiotics can
facilitate the spread of resistant pathogens, and the use
of antibiotics in the management of a viral disease such
as COVID-19 could have heavy implications for
antimicrobial resistance response.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
There are very few fields that attract as much attention
as scientific endeavor related to antibiotic discovery,
use and preservation. The public, patients, scientists,
clinicians, policy-makers, NGOs, governments, and
supra-governmental organizations are all focusing
intensively on it: all are concerned that we use our
existing agents more effectively, and develop and
evaluate new interventions in time to face emerging
challenges for the benefit of present and future
generations. We need every discipline to contribute and
collaborate: molecular, microbiological, clinical,
epidemiological, geographic, economic, social scientific
and policy disciples are all key. Antibiotics is a nimble,
inclusive and rigorous indexed journal as an enabling
platform for all who can contribute to solving the
greatest broad concerns of the modern world.
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