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Ventilator-associated lower respiratory tract (LRT)
infections remain a major challenge in intensive care.
Ventilator-associated pneumonia (VAP) is a leading
nosocomial infection in critically ill patients, associated
with prolonged ventilation, longer hospital stays, higher
costs, and increased mortality. Important gaps remain in
optimal diagnosis, the value of molecular tests, the role
of prior colonization in guiding empirical therapy, and
the preservation of anaerobic flora.

The clinical relevance and treatment of ventilator-
associated tracheobronchitis (VAT) remain
controversial, as its criteria overlap with VAP and
complicate clinical decisions. Biomarkers such as
procalcitonin have limited ability to distinguish VAT, VAP,
and colonization. Rising multidrug resistance further
complicates treatment duration and the choice between
monotherapy and combination therapy.

We welcome original research, reviews, and
methodological studies on ventilator-associated
respiratory infections in critically ill patients.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
There are very few fields that attract as much attention
as scientific endeavor related to antibiotic discovery,
use and preservation. The public, patients, scientists,
clinicians, policy-makers, NGOs, governments, and
supra-governmental organizations are all focusing
intensively on it: all are concerned that we use our
existing agents more effectively, and develop and
evaluate new interventions in time to face emerging
challenges for the benefit of present and future
generations. We need every discipline to contribute and
collaborate: molecular, microbiological, clinical,
epidemiological, geographic, economic, social scientific
and policy disciples are all key. Antibiotics is a nimble,
inclusive and rigorous indexed journal as an enabling
platform for all who can contribute to solving the
greatest broad concerns of the modern world.
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