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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

The rise of multidrug-resistant microorganisms and the
absence of new classical antibiotics have drawn attention
to another class of antimicrobial molecules: antimicrobial
peptides (AMPs).

For decades, researchers have managed to develop anti-
infective medicines from naturally occurring peptides. To
date, more than ten peptide-based antibiotics are on the
market (e.g., bacitracin, gramicidin, vancomycin, and
others), and dozens are in clinical development.

The sources for AMPs are highly diverse and include
mammals, invertebrates, microorganisms, plants, and
marine organisms. Today, bioinformatics tools are also
employed in the design or amelioration of potent new
AMPs using specific algorithms. In this Special Issue
entitled “Antimicrobial Peptides: How to Find Them”, we
invite publications on the search of novel antimicrobial
peptides, based on either classical or modern methods,
including predictions and the design of AMPs. Novel
strategies focused on discovering AMPs against multidrug-
resistant microorganisms are of particular interest in this
Special Issue.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

There are very few fields that attract as much attention as
scientific endeavor related to antibiotic discovery, use and
preservation. The public, patients, scientists, clinicians,
policy-makers, NGOs, governments, and supra-
governmental organizations are all focusing intensively on
it: all are concerned that we use our existing agents more
effectively, and develop and evaluate new interventions in
time to face emerging challenges for the benefit of present
and future generations. We need every discipline to
contribute and collaborate: molecular, microbiological,
clinical, epidemiological, geographic, economic, social
scientific and policy disciples are all key. Antibiotics is a
nimble, inclusive and rigorous indexed journal as an
enabling platform for all who can contribute to solving the
greatest broad concerns of the modern world.
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