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Message from the Guest Editors

The rise in antimicrobial resistance (AMR), combined with a
dwindling pipeline of new antimicrobials has led to an
increasing drive to find ways to supplement our current
and future antimicrobial arsenal. The recent interest in
phages has been driven by several factors, for example,
phages can be used alone or in combination with other
antibiotics to treat resistant infections; phages can
effectively degrade biofilms; and phages are less disruptive
to healthy microbiomes.

This special issue is collating primary research and review
papers on the use of phages as alternatives/adjuncts to
antibiotics, and in applications where phages could reduce
antibiotic use.  There is a specific focus on areas affecting
the application of phages as therapeutics:

i) The use of phages in combination with antibiotics and
synergism between the two.

ii) The development and use of phages in “compassionate
use” cases in humans/animals.

iii) The application of phages to biofilms.

iv) The use of phages to specifically remove unwanted
bacteria, while leaving the beneficial commensals intact.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

There are very few fields that attract as much attention as
scientific endeavor related to antibiotic discovery, use and
preservation. The public, patients, scientists, clinicians,
policy-makers, NGOs, governments, and supra-
governmental organizations are all focusing intensively on
it: all are concerned that we use our existing agents more
effectively, and develop and evaluate new interventions in
time to face emerging challenges for the benefit of present
and future generations. We need every discipline to
contribute and collaborate: molecular, microbiological,
clinical, epidemiological, geographic, economic, social
scientific and policy disciples are all key. Antibiotics is a
nimble, inclusive and rigorous indexed journal as an
enabling platform for all who can contribute to solving the
greatest broad concerns of the modern world.
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