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Message from the Guest Editor
Lameness in small ruminants remains one of the most
important animal welfare and economic problems
affecting the small ruminant livestock sector globally.
The infectious foot diseases footrot and the recently
emerged contagious ovine digital dermatitis are of
particular concern. Considerable research into footrot
epidemiology and control has led to multiple countries
attempting eradication programmes using a range of
strategies whilst novel microbiological techniques have
led to a greater insight into aetiopathogenesis. The aim
of this Special Issue is to present recent research and
reviews on infectious foot disease in small ruminants.
Articles from all aspects of the field will be considered;
however, we are particularly interested in studies which
investigate the socioeconomic impact of infectious foot
disease, the efficacy of control strategies, and novel
insights into aetiopathogenesis, with the aim of
stimulating interest, understanding, and exploration of
this important subject.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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