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The modern zoo has brought about two major advances
in the behavioral welfare of their exhibited animals: (1)
the use of environmental/behavioral enrichment to
promote naturalistic behaviors and (2) the use of training
to improve voluntary husbandry care. Both these fields
have their roots in behavior analysis and learning theory.
However, few studies have examined the learning
effects observed in the application of these practices.
Likewise, enrichment, while originally proposed as a
form of behavioral engineering to modify learned
behavior, is almost exclusively measured in terms of the
pre- vs. post-enrichment effect. Both modern practices
thus miss a significant result of their implementation:
how behavior is shaped by these environmental
manipulations. This Special Issue looks to address how
learning theory has been applied and measured to
address the welfare of zoo animals. Original
manuscripts that examine any aspect of how learning
theory has been applied in zoos, from studies of
husbandry training procedures to the modification of
behavior as a result of some environmental change, are
welcome submissions.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animalsis covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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