
Special Issue
Advances in Elephant
Reproduction and
Conservation
Message from the Guest Editor
Elephants have many unique features regarding
reproduction. A long estrous cycle and gestation,
embryonic diapause, musth in male elephants, and
unique reproductive anatomy. Most of what we currently
know about elephant reproduction has been studied
with elephants in human care. Elephant reproduction
continues to be explored, and new information is vital for
the conservation of elephants in human care and in
free-ranging habitats.  There are many issues facing
both African and Asian elephant conservation.
Populations of free-ranging elephants are under threat
because of human–elephant conflict (HEC) from snare
traps, poaching for ivory, crop raiding, encroachment of
human agriculture into elephant habitat and by
incursions of elephants into local villages and their
crops. Added to this is the emerging effect of elephant
endothelial herpesvirus-hemorrhagic disease (EEHV-
HD) on both free-ranging and elephants in human care,
especially as it results in a high percentage of young
elephant mortality. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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