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Message from the Guest Editors
In recent years, there has been an increasing demand
for animal-based (outcome) indicators to assess animal
welfare. However, in order to improve animal welfare,
changes in husbandry and management practices are
often required; yet too many such changes can have
consequences for animal welfare. Therefore, it is
important to recognise the role of these practices in
securing good animal welfare and determine a way to
assess these inputs. This Special Issue will present the
most recent research on the relationships among
husbandry, management practices and animal welfare
outcomes. This may include the assessment of recent
developments and new practices as well as the
implications of changes in animal welfare outcomes for
management. In addition, a more comprehensive
understanding of behavioural requirements and the
experience of positive emotions may lead to new
husbandry and management systems. Furthermore,
these practices need to be evaluated for their welfare
outcomes, both intended and unintended. With this in
mind, we are inviting papers that investigate a wide
spectrum of interactions among animal welfare
outcomes and husbandry and management practices.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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