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The poaching of wildlife for profit, pleasure, subsistence,
or as a result of human–animal conflict has decimated
wildlife populations—particularly those of at-risk species.
Given the ease of poaching wildlife throughout the world
and the significant demand for specific species and
their derivatives, wildlife trafficking is among the most
profitable illicit transnational industries (Moreto and
Pires, 2018). Despite technological advancements to
detect and prevent poaching and trafficking, current
approaches to curb the trade have had limited success
and are not working. This Special Issue has a broad
objective of soliciting empirical research on the nature
of the illegal wildlife trade; novel solutions to track,
prove, and prevent wildlife crime; and evaluative
research on enacted legislation or interventions that
have the potential to be replicated in other contexts.
Altogether, this volume of work is an effort to
significantly contribute to our understanding of how the
illicit trade operates and provide viable solutions to
mitigate threats to protected wildlife.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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