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Animal cruelty, also called animal abuse, is a significant
problem affecting nonhuman animals. It includes
various types of behaviors that cause unnecessary pain
or stress to animals, such as neglect and physical
violence. Abuse experienced by animals may come from
customs such as religious rites or dog or cockfighting. It
is important to detect this type of behavior not only to
protect animals in society, but also because it is a
potential indicator of interpersonal violence. Although
each country, state or local administration has different
animal protection laws with specific actions prohibited
against companion and wild animals, they all share the
same premise of ensuring animal welfare. This Special
Issue on veterinary forensics seeks to reveal and
denounce different types of animal mistreatment, some
of which are not yet described in the current literature.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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