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The poultry industry today is highly intensive, however,
the over-intensification of poultry farming can cause
scientifically proven suffering to birds. The environment
of a chicken is a composite of interacting stressors, and
a bird’s success in coping with its environment,
therefore, depends on the severity of the stressors and
its physiological ability to respond appropriately.
Understanding how birds perceive, respond to, and
adapt to environmental and management-related
challenges is critical for improving welfare. This Special
Issue focuses on the biology of stress and adaptation in
poultry through multidisciplinary approaches integrating
behavior, physiology, genetics, nutrition, and
management. Topics include physiological and
epigenetic mechanisms, as well as the microbiome–
gut–brain axis underlying fear and coping ability. Focus
will be given to the role of early life experiences in
shaping stress responsiveness and resilience. This
Special Issue also welcomes studies elucidating
strategies to alleviate stress through human–animal
interactions, environmental enrichment, and nutritional
interventions. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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