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The term “raptor” is not a taxonomic bird grouping, but it
categorizes diurnal and nocturnal birds of prey that
generally are apex predators or useful scavengers. In
this respect, raptors serve also as bioindicators for the
health of their ecosystems. In the Anthropocene, many
raptor species have been subject to numerous
environmental threats such as habitat destruction,
contaminant diffusion, illegal killing and poaching,
impact of anthropogenic structures (wind farms, electric
lines) or activities (deforestation, intensive farming, and
agriculture). All these factors have raised the threat level
of some raptor species to vulnerable, endangered, or
critically endangered, and can lead to population
collapse. All possible up-to-date information such as
ecology, behavior, population dynamics and status,
environmental toxicology, conservation projects,
mitigation measures, rescue efforts, rehab medicine,
new findings in parasitology, infectious diseases and
therapeutics, clinical management, and more are
welcome in order to protect these iconic animals.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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