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Over the recent years, research on animals’ emotions
and cognition has grown greatly, which offered new
perspectives on animal sentience and had major
repercussions for animal welfare. Additionally, better
understanding of animals’ emotions and cognition also
resulted in better science. The cognitive abilities of pigs
are known to be complex and broad: from spatial
learning and memory to the recognition of conspecifics,
humans, and objects. There is some evidence of more
complex cognitive abilities in pigs such as time
perception and perspective-taking, which suggest the
existence of self-awareness and complex emotions.
Pigs’ emotions have also been a recent focus of
scientific investigations. Environmental features (e.g.
opportunities for play, environmental enrichment) and
human–animal interactions were found to influence pigs’
emotional state. Emotional contagion, which may relate
to empathic abilities, was observed in pigs. Better
understanding of pigs’ emotions and cognition can
promote better welfare on farms. Therefore, this Special
Issue aims to present research papers and reviews on
the recent advances in this important subject.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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