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Message from the Guest Editor
Zoological institutions communicate on their efforts to
ensure a high quality of life for the animals under their
care. They also communicate on their actions to assess,
maintain, and promote animal welfare and their
involvement in conservation projects. Assessing animal
welfare requires studying the individuals’ physiology,
behaviors, and cognitions. Many institutions set up their
own evaluation grids, implement enrichment programs,
and ask their animal professionals to gain special
training on animal behavior and welfare. Many scientific
projects on zoo animal behaviors, cognition, emotions,
and welfare are conducted in zoological parks, along
with scientific inquiries on the relationship between the
caregivers and the animals they work with and on the
interactions between visitors and animals. This Special
Issue aims to give an update on what is happening today
in modern zoos in terms of animal studies, animal
welfare, human–animal relationships, and conservation
programs.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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