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Message from the Guest Editors
It is well known that deep understanding and careful
manipulation of pre- and post-slaughter factors must be
taken into account to ensure high-quality equine meat.
Besides that, equine meat is recognizable by dark color,
excellent dressing percentages, higher percentage of
easily trimmed-off subcutaneous and body cavity fat,
lower percentage of intermuscular and intramuscular
fat, and relatively good water-holding capacity.
Furthermore, it is known for its specific nutritive profile
(high protein and trace-minerals contents, favorable
fatty acid profile, low cholesterol content) and sensory
attributes (sweetish smell and aftertaste). However,
several scandals in the horsemeat sector were defined
as a major threat to food safety. The impact on the food
industry with scandals was enormous and with great
effort and small steps, equine food is starting to be
more appreciated and validated by consumers.
Nowadays, when consumers are seeking new
alternatives, food from equids, its production and
processing have numerous advantages. Therefore,
transparent food chains, food safety, and
commercialization of this type of meat present a
challenge for all stakeholders.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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