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Horses, due to their multiple status of companion,
leisure, sport and livestock animals, have to face major
modifications of their environment and life conditions
from their youngest age. These constraints may include,
but are not restricted to, social, spatial, nutritional and
physical restrictions, as well as the omnipresence of
humans, which can impact the welfare state. There is
evidence that horses’ welfare and perception of humans
are closely linked, as the first can impair the second and
vice versa. We invite original research or review papers
that address the improvement of all the potential
components of horse welfare, including breeding and
weaning conditions, management, working conditions,
welfare evaluation, and the management of geriatric
horses. Additional topics may include horse education,
transportation and the effect of training on the
improvement and evaluation of horse welfare. As the
definition of welfare depends on constant states, cases
of acute pain or sickness states will not be treated in this
Special Issue. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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