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Worldwide about 70 billion farm animals are produced
for food with around two thirds farmed intensively. Most
of these animals will experience more than one journey,
as the production stages have become more
specialised. There is considerable evidence that the
stressors associated with handling and transport often
negatively affect the health, productivity and welfare of
the animals. For meat animals transported to slaughter,
meat quality may be impaired by stressful conditions
experienced during the transportation. Mortality during
transport is common, and may be accepted where
levels do not have an economic impact, yet this is both
an ethical and a sustainability concern. We invite original
research papers that address improved methods for
handling farmed animals during loading/unloading,
conditions during transit, including vehicle design and
on-board monitoring systems, and consequences for
animals of being transported in terms of physiology,
behaviour and productivity. Additional topics may
include the effects of training human handlers and pre-
transport conditioning techniques to reduce the impact
of transportation. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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