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Message from the Guest Editors

Our interactions with domestic animals are vast and
diverse, and these species face significant welfare
challenges through the impact of this relationship on
their biological function, affective states and ability to
live natural lives. Ensuring the well-being of domestic
species is increasingly recognized and this social
concern is driving major advances in the ways we select,
manage, and perceive these animals. We invite original
research that identifies welfare issues facing domestic
species, generates new methods for assessing welfare,
or addresses practical strategies to improve animal
welfare. These topics can include relevant aspects of
selection, animal health, management, and welfare
assessment, as well as methods for measuring the
animal’s welfare experience. Additional topics may
include the use of behavioral methods for measuring
welfare or interactions between behavior and other
aspects of domestic animal care. This Special Issue will
focus particularly on those species that have been
shaped by the process of domestication, and will
include work focused specifically on companion,
working, and farmed animals.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animalsis covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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