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African swine fever (ASF) is a contagious viral disease
with mortality rates approaching 100% in domestic pigs
and European wild boars. Efforts to control the disease
by interrupting transmission pathways rely on a
comprehensive understanding of the factors driving
spillover between sylvatic hosts and domestic suids,
and those limiting control once the virus has been
introduced to domestic pigs. Whilst several universal
factors are known to contribute to inefficient control in
pigs, including late detection, limited funds for
compensation, and animal husbandry practices, drivers
of inter-species transmission and multi-host spread is
less well understood and likely to differ regionally. 

This special issue attempts to address knowledge gaps
in the transmission and spread of ASF in endemic and
newly-affected areas, by addressing a broad range of
ASFV infection dynamics, including,  immune response,
transmission pathways, and virus pathogenesis in pigs.
In addition, approaches shown to mitigate risk and limit
spillover and spread, including virus detection methods
suited to resource-constrained settings that are heavily
impacted by ASF, are particularly welcome.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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