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Message from the Guest Editor

Alternative protein sources are gaining increasing
attention as sustainable and innovative options in
poultry nutrition. In the face of rising feed costs,
environmental concerns, and global demand for animal
protein, optimizing alternative protein ingredients has
become essential for the development of resilient and
environmentally responsible poultry production
systems. This Special Issue aims to gather recent
advances in the use, evaluation, and optimization of
alternative protein sources for poultry diets. It fits the
scope of Animals by addressing animal nutrition, feed
sustainability, and welfare, and by supporting
interdisciplinary approaches to future-oriented livestock
production. We welcome studies that assess the
nutritional value, digestibility, safety, and performance
outcomes of various alternative proteins, including
insect meals, microalgae, single-cell proteins, co-
products from food and biofuel industries, and
fermented feed materials. Life cycle assessment (LCA),
environmental and economic aspects, and effects on
gut health and product quality are also of great interest.
We look forward to receiving your contributions.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an international, peer-reviewed, open-access
journal established in 2011 and published semimonthly
online by MDPI. The journal is dedicated to high-quality
research across a broad range of animal-related
disciplines, including zoology and veterinary sciences,
and upholds rigorous peer-review and editorial
standards to ensure the publication of impactful work.
Indexed in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE)
within Web of Science, Animals has a 2025 Impact
Factor of 3.2 (ranks 13/87 (Q1) in 'Agriculture, Dairy &
Animal Science’; 15/170 (Q1) in 'Veterinary Sciences’), 5-
Year Impact Factor: 3.5.
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