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We are excited to announce a Special Issue of Animals
on “Equine Cognition and Behavior in Horse–Human
Interactions.” Horses work closely with humans in sport,
leisure, equine-assisted services, and management, yet
many practices rely more on tradition than evidence.
Advances in cognitive and behavioral science, along
with well-being assessments, offer insights into how
horses perceive, learn, communicate, and experience
their environment, and how human interactions,
including handling and training, shape outcomes for
both horses and humans. 

The aim of this Special Issue is to showcase research
that enhances our scientific understanding of horse–
human dynamics while aligning with the journal’s scope
in animal behavior, cognition, and welfare. We welcome
submissions on topics such as equine learning and
memory, communication, affective state, stress
physiology, welfare indicators, cognitive bias, and the
impacts of training and handling. Original research,
systematic or narrative reviews, and method-focused
papers (e.g., ethograms, observational approaches, or
applied tools) are encouraged. 

We look forward to receiving your contributions.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Clive J. C. Phillips
1. Curtin University Sustainable Policy (CUSP) Institute, Curtin University,
Kent St., Bentley, WA 6102, Australia
2. Former Foundation Professor of Animal Welfare, University of
Queensland and Foundation Director, Centre for Animal Welfare and
Ethics, University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia
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Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, PubAg, AGRIS, Animal Science Database,
CAB Abstracts, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q1 (Veterinary Sciences) / CiteScore - Q1 (General
Veterinary )
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