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Message from the Guest Editors
It is critical that the horse racing industry addresses
health, safety, and welfare concerns using evidence-
based approaches, and continues working to maintain
its social license to operate. The purpose of this Special
Issue is therefore to provide a collection of research and
discourse that improves conditions within the horse
racing industry. We invite original research and review
articles aimed at addressing the improvement of health,
safety, and welfare in the horse racing industry. This
includes, but is not limited to, Thoroughbred, Quarter
Horse, or Standardbred racing, conducted on the flat or
over jumps. Papers may encompass research related to
equine exercise physiology, musculoskeletal and
cardiac and airway disorders, injury prevention, poor
performance, equine behavior, equine welfare, ethical
implications, or social license to operate. Because
incidents involving the horse may also adversely affect
their rider, research involving horse–rider interaction
and their linkage are also welcome. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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