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Message from the Guest Editor
Scientific relevant concepts (in animal welfare,
behavioural and social psychology, neurobiology, etc.)
as well as research techniques (behavioural
genetics/genomics, endocrinology, neuroimagery,
artificial intelligence/deep learning) in the field have
been on the rise in recent years. In addition to looking at
"traditional pets", we especially encourage contributions
regarding the following:
- Humanities and social sciences outside the fields of

biology and veterinary medicine;
- Species other than dogs and cats, including non-

domesticated species (considering possible
conservation issues relating to, e.g., keeping reptiles,
amphibians, etc.)

- Feral populations of domesticated species insofar as
they help to better understand the needs and
necessities of species under human care (e.g., activity
budgets, ranging behaviour, dietary composition, etc.).
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an international, peer-reviewed, open-access
journal established in 2011 and published semimonthly
online by MDPI. The journal is dedicated to high-quality
research across a broad range of animal-related
disciplines, including zoology and veterinary sciences,
and upholds rigorous peer-review and editorial
standards to ensure the publication of impactful work.
Indexed in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE)
within Web of Science, Animals has a 2025 Impact
Factor of 3.2 (ranks 13/87 (Q1) in 'Agriculture, Dairy &
Animal Science'; 15/170 (Q1) in 'Veterinary Sciences'), 5-
Year Impact Factor: 3.5.
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