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Message from the Guest Editors

Madagascar, the fourth largest island in the world, is
characterized by high levels of endemicity. This is
particularly evident among amphibians and reptiles,
which both show a conspicuous diversity. Rampant
deforestation and increasing habitat loss have led to a
significant shrinkage of the available natural areas. As a
result, several species of both amphibians and reptiles
are currently classified within the most highly threatened
categories of the IUCN red listing. This Special Issue
aims to provide a platform to showcase research and
conservation on Malagasy amphibians and reptiles. With
this set of contributions, we also aim to highlight how
taxonomic research and field explorations continue to
play a key role in describing this unique diversity, in
order to better understand the origin and historical
factors that explain the current distribution pattern of
Malagasy biodiversity. Authors are invited to contribute
original manuscripts and reviews that focus on the
description of new taxa or on the survey of protected or
unprotected areas, or that show how amphibians and
reptiles are currently responding to increasing levels of
habitat alteration.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animalsis covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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