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Cognitive processes include memory, attention,
inhibitory control, cognitive flexibility, and problem
solving, and these encompass what is termed executive
function. These processes allow a dog to navigate the
human home in which they live and excel at activities
such as sports, therapy work, service work, and working
dog activities. Factors such as exercise/physical fitness
(Bray et al., 2023; Yarborough et al., 2022; Mondino et
al., 2023), body condition/obesity, and training
(Chapagain et al., 2017, 2020; Marshall-Pescini et al.,
2008, 2016; Range et al., 2009, Foraita et al., 2021) may
contribute to executive function in dogs, but the number
of studies on this topic are limited. Therefore, better
understanding the factors that contribute to executive
function in dogs is critical for understanding how to
improve their lives and health.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous
peerreview and editorial processes and publishes only
high quality manuscripts that address important issues
in the many varied disciplines that involve animals, with
a focus on animal science, animal welfare and animal
ethics. Animals is covered in the Science Citation Index
Expanded (SCIE) in Web of Science, with the latest
Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024, ranks 15/86 (Q1) in
‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’; 21/170 (Q1) in
‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.2.
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