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Message from the Guest Editor
This Special Issue invites cutting-edge research and
applied innovations dedicated to enhancing animal
welfare across livestock production systems. As the
global demand for animal-derived products continues to
rise, advancing sustainable, ethical, and welfare-
centered practices has become essential. We welcome
multidisciplinary contributions that explore innovative
strategies—ranging from behavioral assessment and
environmental enrichment to precision livestock
technologies and welfare biomarkers—that enable better
understanding and management of animals’ physical
and emotional well-being. Emphasis will be placed on
evidence-based approaches that align productivity with
welfare outcomes, including low-stress handling, pain
mitigation during husbandry, welfare-friendly housing
and transportation systems, and nutritional or sensory
interventions that promote positive welfare states. We
also encourage studies addressing how genetics,
management practices, and policy frameworks
influence welfare standards worldwide. Ultimately, we
aim to inspire innovative, science-driven solutions that
enhance animal quality of life while promoting the long-
term sustainability of animal agriculture.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Animals is an international, peer-reviewed, open-access
journal established in 2011 and published semimonthly
online by MDPI. The journal is dedicated to high-quality
research across a broad range of animal-related
disciplines, including zoology and veterinary sciences,
and upholds rigorous peer-review and editorial
standards to ensure the publication of impactful work.
Indexed in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE)
within Web of Science, Animals has a 2025 Impact
Factor of 3.2 (ranks 13/87 (Q1) in 'Agriculture, Dairy &
Animal Science'; 15/170 (Q1) in 'Veterinary Sciences'), 5-
Year Impact Factor: 3.5.
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