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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

The social environment is a major contributor to the
welfare of farm animals. Cattle are gregarious, and group-
housing is usually assumed to provide benefits. However,
depending on various factors, such as housing conditions
and social dynamics, the social environment can also act
as a continuous source of stress. This dual aspect makes
the study of social behaviors an exciting topic of research
and an excellent target to improve the lives of cattle
housed in various husbandry systems. The aim of this
Special Issue is to provide a forum for research
investigating how the social environment affects the
welfare of cattle. We are interested in research investigating
all aspects of social behaviors of cattle that have direct or
indirect implications for the welfare of these animals. We
invite original research papers that address these aspects
in both dairy and beef cattle.
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Editor-in-Chief
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 3.0 (2022,
ranks 12 /62 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’;
13/143 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor:
3.2.
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